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axis—even when London and Paris had been at war. Now
there emerged the shadow of a Rome-Berlin axis—which took
concrete form when Italy joined the German-Austrian alliance
in 1882, and still more concrete form in 19365 when Nazi Ger-
many and Fascist Italy joined hands. Here was a profound
revolution in the problem of security, which haunted the whole
history of the Third Republic.1
Thirdly, there appeared more slowly, but equally relent-
lessly, a new problem for France which was closely connected
with her international position: the problem of overseas
colonies. By the second decade of the Republic's history this
issue had been pushed to the forefront of politics. Italy, as a new
naval power in the Mediterranean, was seeking colonial pos-
sessions on its southern shores. France had already acquired
control of the stretch of North African coast-line nearest to her-
self—Algeria. The problem which faced her was whether she
should enter freely into the growing race for overseas posses-
sions, upon which future international prestige and even
national prosperity seemed likely to depend: or whether she
should concentrate on preserving her military strength as a
continental power and avoid overseas exploits which might
embroil her with maritime powers already better placed, and
add them to the list of possible German allies. Her own pre-
vious colonial experience, and the anti-colonial policy of Bis-
marck, equally urged caution: but the menace of an expand-
ing Italy and the problems of French national security in the
Mediterranean were powerful arguments in favour of staking
out colonial claims in North Africa, at least. Here was a dis-
turbing, perplexing issue, which still further divided French
opinion, and often cut across other existing divisions of opinion.
The answer of France was always ambiguous, and was pro-
vided in the end less by popular decision than by the private
enterprise of a few enthusiasts who presented French democ-
racy with a series off aits accomplish
1 Cf. David Thomson: French Foreign Policy (1944), and below,
Chapter V, pp. 200-10.
2 Cf. D. W. Brogan: The Development of Modern France (1940)
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